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THE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH INITIATIVE 

 
PROJECT OVERVIEW: 

 
	 How cohesive is social well-being within countries? What are the spatial 
patterns linking social well-being and economic development? How can mapping 
regional disparities help to inform and prioritise future policy interventions? 

	 Our research will explore the links between social well-being indicators, 
economic development, and inequality. Despite economic growth in many countries, 
in-country inequalities have widened. Along these lines, our research will seek to go 
beyond traditional country-level analysis and instead investigate cross-regional spatial 
inequalities within countries.  

Our study will explore regional disparities by taking a triple approach: 

1.	 We will illustrate inequalities through maps to perform a qualitative assessment 
of  the status quo of  the country’s regions. We will aim at uncovering patterns – 
linking the sociodemographic and economic distribution of  a country with its 
distribution of  social well-being. 

2.	 We will then run regression analysis to determine how changes in GDP and 
inequalities affect social well-being as a whole. Then, we will further study how 
they affect each of  the selected indicators of  social well-being, conducting the 
analysis for each indicator separately.  

3.	 Eventually, zooming in from the previous macro analysis, we will provide 
policy and storytelling case studies that will help us illustrate the impact of  
different social well-being standpoints across regions and how these can be 
targeted through policy interventions. 
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DATA SOURCING: 

	 As regional-level data and analysis is relatively scarce, our analysis will rely 
heavily on the OECD’s regional statistics database and each of  the country’s National 
Statistics Institutes. It is important to note that social well-being indicators are rarely 
collected in developing countries, hence our options for country choice are limited. 

	 Social well-being is a broad and relatively subjective term that can be affected 
by infinite variables. To narrow our analysis down, we will base our analysis on the 11 
indicators, outlined by the OECD Better Life Index, for the determination of  social 
well-being. If  we follow this line of  inquiry, the respective proxy measures we will draw 
on are the following: 

• Housing – Nº of  rooms per person 
• Income – Household disposable income per capita (in real USD PPP) 
• Jobs - Employment  
• Accessibility to services – Nº of  Households with access to Internet 
• Safety – Homicide rate (per 100 000 people) 
• Education – Share of  labour force with at least secondary education 
• Environment – Estimated average exposure to air pollution in PM2.5 (µg/m³), 

based on  satellite imagery data 
• Civic engagement – Voter turnout in general election 
• Governance – Perception of  corruption 
• Health – Life expectancy at birth / Standardised mortality rate 
• Life satisfaction – Self  reported life satisfaction 
• Community (social connections): Perceived Social Network Support 
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METHODOLOGY AND RESEARCH STRUCTURE: 

	 First, each country profile will provide an overview of  the social well-being 
path the country has followed in the past 5 years. We will introduce the indicators to 
be studied, their relevance and relation to social well-being and we will map their 
development trajectories in the past 5 years to observe any large trends.  

	 Next, in order to present a clear picture of  the country’s economic and 
demographic structure, we will provide introductory maps depicting how economic 
activity and inequalities are distributed across the country.  The economic indicators 
we will use to describe socio-economic regional differences will be GDP per capita and 
the GINI index, as these are going to be our dependent variables in the regression 
analysis that we will carry in the third and fourth section of  the report.  

	 After this, we will create specific maps depicting regional disparities for each 
social well-being indicator and we will perform a qualitative analysis comparing the 
patterns depicted therein with the socio-demographic patterns we previously 
identified. Maps will be created using Powermaps or other mapping software if  a 
more convenient alternative is found. 

	 In the next step, with the aim of  quantifying the links uncovered in the former 
analysis, we will run a regression analysis with Stata to the effects of  GDP per capita 
and inequality on social wellbeing. Since the relative importance of  factors 
determining social well-being varies across countries, we will assign each indicator the 
average relative weight they have in the country we study. This way, we will create a 
weighted construct of  social well-being indicators, basing ourselves on the assigned 
importance respondents of  each country gave to each of  these indicators in the 
OECD Better Life Index survey.  

	 Afterwards, with the aim of  decomposing the effects of  income and inequality 
in each of  the indicators composing social well-being, we will use several regression 
analyses to infer how an increase in income or inequality would affect each of  the 
selected social well-being indicators.  

	 Finally, to pinpoint specific stories or policy cases to include in each report, we 
will try to focus on clear outliers that break any of  the patterns we have found so as to 
uncover why is that the case. 
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