
LOCAL AND
INDIGENOUS
KNOWLEDGE  
IN ADAPTATION TO
CLIMATE CHANGE

AUTHOR: IVANA PAVKOVA 
EDITOR: SUYASH NANDGAONKAR

MARCH 2021



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local and Indigenous Knowledge in 

Adaptation to Climate Change 
 

Ivana Ema Pavkova 

Reviewed by: Suyash Nandgaonkar 

Environment, Climate Change & Energy Research Team, 2020-2021 

Sciences Po 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Abstract 

 

Climate change is today a major threat to sustainable development, particularly in developing 

countries. Drawing on previous research, this paper concludes that despite the difficulties of 

uncertainty, local knowledge must be included in adaptation planning. Currently, adaptation 

and mitigation are the only approaches available to address the threats that climate change 

poses. But while climate change is a global issue that requires internationally concerted 

interventions, adaptation measures are always local, as are their benefits. 

This paper examines the use of local and indigenous knowledge in the UN frameworks and 

guidelines. After a short summary of the notion of local and indigenous knowledge, the paper 

will examine the utilization of the concept in international frameworks and guidelines. It will 

look at how local and indigenous knowledge is understood, which types of measures it is 

associated with, and what are the internationally recognised guidelines to include local 

knowledge in adaptation measures. 

In the final part, the paper will discuss the discrepancy between the official UN guidelines and 

the realities of using local and indigenous knowledge in adaptation projects. Using an example 

from Nepal, the paper demonstrates the shortcomings of the approach adopted by UN agencies, 

arguing that the inclusion of local knowledge, and more generally the inclusion of local and 

indigenous communities in the decision-making processes, is very limited. It suggests that in 

order for adaptation measures to be successful, effective and sustainable, adaptation projects 

must strive for inclusion of local populations through either direct contact or representation by 

local NGOs. 
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Introduction 

 

Climate change is today a major threat to sustainable development, particularly in developing 

countries.1 On an international scale, climate change is addressed through mitigation and 

adaptation activities. Mitigation aims to reduce the overall GHG emissions in order to slow 

down or stop the rise of average global temperature. Adaptation, on the other hand, refers to 

“adjustments in ecological, social, or economic systems in response to actual or expected 

climatic stimuli and their effects or impacts. It refers to changes in processes, practices, and 

structures to moderate potential damages or to benefit from opportunities associated with 

climate change.”2 

Since 1992, when the severity of the threat posed by climate change was first internationally 

acknowledged by a majority of countries through the signing of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),3 the focus of the international efforts has been on 

mitigation.4 However, in recent years a growing recognition of the need for adaptation to 

climate change around the world can be observed. The world is already experiencing changes 

in average temperature, shifting seasons, increasing frequency of extreme weather events and 

other slow onset climatic impacts.5 Consequently, national governments are realizing that the 

faster the climate changes, and the longer adaptation efforts are put off, the more difficult and 

expensive managing the impacts will be. Simply put, in order to respond to the impacts of 

climate change that are already happening, as well as prepare for future impacts, countries must 

develop adaptation solutions that are quick and comprehensive. 

Adaptation solutions are inherently dependent on the unique context of a community, business, 

organization, country or region. There is no ‘one-size-fits-all-solution’—adaptation solutions, 

even within the context of agriculture, must be adapted to the local conditions. Successful 

adaptation depends not only on governments but also on the active and sustained engagement 

of actors: national, regional, multilateral and international organizations, the public and private 

sectors, civil society and other relevant stakeholders, as well as effective management of 

knowledge. Given the inherently local nature of adaptation solutions, research suggests that 

building on local, traditional or indigenous knowledge leads to more sustainable and more 

effective adaptation solutions,6 particularly in the agricultural sector.7 

 
1See, for example: IPCC (2014) 5th Assessment Report; GEF STAP (2012) “Climate Change: A Scientific Assessment for the GEF”; UNEP 6 th 

Global Environmental Outlook (2019). The evidence is so overwhelming that an exhaustive list of all scientific studies on the topic cannot be 
provided. 
2UNFCCC. “What do adaptation to climate change and climate resilience mean?” Accessed January 2nd, 2021  

https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/the-big-picture/what-do-adaptation-to-climate-change-and-climate-resilience-mean  
3UNFCCC (1992). United Nations Framework Convention On Climate Change, Accessed January 2nd, 2021 
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf  
4The author of this paper draws this conclusion based on the discrepancy between finance committed to mitigation and adaptation efforts 

by the GEF and GCF, as well as by the limited funding available to the Adaptation Fund, which, although established in 2001, didn’t become 
operational until 2010, and has so far disbursed only USD 720 million (compare with the USD 10.3 billion available to the GCF). 
5UNFCCC. “What do adaptation to climate change and climate resilience mean?” Accessed January 3rd, 2021 

https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/the-big-picture/what-do-adaptation-to-climate-change-and-climate-resilience-mean  
6Cuthbert Casey Makondo, David S.G. Thomas. (2018) “Climate change adaptation: Linking indigenous knowledge with western science for 

effective adaptation” 
7R.A.B. Kpadonou, P.Y. Adégbola And S.D. Tovignan (2012). “Local knowledge and adaptation to climate change in Ouémé valley, Benin” 

https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/the-big-picture/what-do-adaptation-to-climate-change-and-climate-resilience-mean
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/the-big-picture/what-do-adaptation-to-climate-change-and-climate-resilience-mean


 

 

Agriculture plays an important role in providing livelihood today in developing countries. In 

Least Developed Countries (LDCs),8 almost 60% of women and over 50% of men are 

employed in the agricultural sector.9 These countries are also especially vulnerable to the 

impacts of climate change.10 Changing hydro-meteorological conditions, as well as increased 

occurrence of extreme weather events threatens the livelihoods of as many as 350 million 

indigenous peoples worldwide.11 Furthermore, for small-holder farmers and people dependent 

on agriculture for subsistence, droughts, floods or extreme weather events resulting from 

climate change threaten not only their livelihoods but their lives. 

While the necessity of basing climate change action on scientific data and knowledge must be 

acknowledged, it would be ignorant to pretend that the indigenous peoples have not amassed 

knowledge of their local ecosystems that represents an untapped resource in the fight against 

climate change. In fact, there is a scientific consensus on the benefits of local and indigenous 

knowledge in increasing the efficacy of adaptation programmes.12 

Local and indigenous knowledge 

Local and indigenous knowledge are overlapping concepts, often used interchangeably, the 

main difference being their emergence from different disciplines. In the contemporary UN 

language, the term most widely used is ‘local and indigenous knowledge’ and the 

understanding of the concept is based on the definition provided by Warburton and Martin 

(1999): 

“Local knowledge is a collection of facts and relates to the entire system of concepts, beliefs 

and perceptions that people hold about the world around them. This includes the way people 

observe and measure their surroundings, how they solve problems and validate new 

information. It includes the processes whereby knowledge is generated, stored, applied and 

transmitted to others. 

(…) 

Indigenous knowledge systems are often associated with indigenous people thus rather 

limiting for policies, projects and programmes seeking to work with rural farmers in general. 

Furthermore, in some countries, the term indigenous has a negative connotation, as it is 

associated with backwardness or has an ethnic and political connotation.”13 

The issue of using local and indigenous knowledge is not new in the field of human sciences. 

Anthropologists and sociologists have developed theories since the 1930s and 1940s, for 

example in the case of Redfield’s “folk-urban continuum” concept.14 However, in climate 

 
8According to UN Classification: UN, “Least Developed Country Category”, Accessed January 3rd, 2021 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category.html  
9Word Bank Data (2020). https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.AGR.EMPL.MA.ZS?locations=XL  
10Eckstein, D.; Hutfils, M. and Winges, M. (2020). “Global Climate Risk Index 2019”, Accessed January 3rd, 2021 

https://germanwatch.org/en/16046  
11UNESCO. “Climate change”, Accessed January 3rd, 202.  https://en.unesco.org/links/climatechange  
12IPCC (2014.) “AR5 Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability”, Part B: Regional Aspects, Accessed January 3rd, 2021. 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/  
13Warburton, H. and Martin, A. (1999) “Local people's knowledge in natural resources research. Socio-economic Methodologies for 

Natural Resources Research”  
14Redfield,R. (1944). “Yucatán, una cultura de transición”, FCE, México 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category.html
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.AGR.EMPL.MA.ZS?locations=XL
https://germanwatch.org/en/16046
https://en.unesco.org/links/climatechange
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/


 

 

change adaptation, local and indigenous knowledge has been systematically marginalised15 due 

to being perceived as superstitious or anecdotal.16 

The importance of local and indigenous knowledge in adaptation 

Indigenous and local knowledge only recently started being taken into account in the field of 

climate change. Literature suggests that the scientific community first became aware of the 

potential that local and indigenous knowledge (LIK) offers in disaster risk reduction17 

following the Vanuatu tsunami in 1999.18 The extremely low number of victims was due to 

people’s ability to recognize warning signs of the tsunami, and this skill is attributed to 

tradition-based indigenous knowledge (Kastom stories) and myths.19 Consequently, significant 

scientific review of the role of LIK in disaster prevention and disaster risk reduction was 

conducted in the early 2010s.20 This scientific review supported Garcia Acosta’s thesis: 

“community experiences have made it possible to develop practices and methods as well as 

various habits which, over time, have helped consolidate effective risk and disaster prevention 

strategies.”21 

Similar practices and methods were developed by the indigenous communities in adapting to 

unfavourable climatic conditions. For example, in swidden agriculture22 practiced by the 

Bemba people in northern and central Zambia, remnant ash obtained as a by-product from 

burning was used as a soil-conditioner for degraded farmland.23 Slashed and burnt portions 

acted as containment points24 limiting the spread of wildfires and protecting the local 

ecosystems made fragile by droughts. Many indigenous groups have climate knowledge 

grounded in traditional beliefs and local knowledge systems. Based on indicators such as the 

position of the moon, they are able to, with varying accuracy, predict climatic phenomena 

(particularly rainfall).25 Their inherent interconnectedness with and dependence on the local 

ecosystems allows them to predict to a certain extent climate threats and adapt to them. When 

aware of an incoming drought, indigenous people have been observed to extend water usage 

 
15Belfer et al., (2017; Lesperance, 2017; Whitfield et al., 2015 
16UNEP (2019). Global Environment Outlook 6. Accessed January 16th, 2021. https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/global-

environment-outlook-6  
17Disaster Risk Reduction: “The concept and practice of reducing disaster risks through systematic efforts to analyse and manage the 

causal factors of disasters, including through reduced exposure to 11 hazards, lessened vulnerability of people and property, wise 
management of land and the environment, and improved preparedness for adverse events.” (UNDRR, 2009)  
18Audefroy, F. and Cabrera Sánchez, B. N. (2017). “Integrating local knowledge for climate change adaptation in Yucatán, Mexico”, 

International Journal of Sustainable Built Environment,pp 228-237. 
19Ibid 
20See: L. Hiwasaki, et al.(2014). “Process for integrating local and indigenous knowledge with science for hydro-meteorological disaster 

risk reduction and climate change adaptation in coastal and small island communities”, pp. 15-27; Walshe, R.A. and Nunn, P.D. (2012). 
“Integration of indigenous knowledge and disaster risk reduction: a case study from Baie Martelli, Pentecost Island, Vanuatu”,pp. 185-194; 
E. Mavhura, et al. (2013). “Indigenous knowledge, coping strategies and resilience to floods in Muzarabani, Zimbabwe”pp. 38-48; Bright 
Chisadza, M. et al. (2013). “Useful traditional knowledge indicators for drought forecasting in the Mzingwane - Catchment area of 
Zimbabwe”312–325. 
21Garcia Acosta, V. (2014). « De la construction sociale du risque à la construction sociale de la prévention: les deux faces de Janus. Terres 

dés humanisées, ressources et climat »297–318. 
22Slash-and-burn agriculture: an agricultural technique where a part of land is cleared by burning the vegetation and trees. 
23Ando, K., Shinjo, H., (2017). “Slash-and-burn agriculture in Zambia”. In: Funakawa, S. (Ed.), Soils, Ecosystem Processes, and Agricultural 

Development, pp. 253–274. 
24 Makondo, C.C. and Thomas, D. (2018). “Climate change adaptation: Linking indigenous knowledge with western science for effective 

adaptation”,83–91. 
25Ibid. 

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/global-environment-outlook-6
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/global-environment-outlook-6


 

 

by reducing, recycling or reusing water.26 Additionally, indigenous people have been able to 

adapt to poor soils, droughts and rainfall variabilities by shifting from one drier zone to a wetter 

zone during droughts, and doing the opposite in times of floods.27 Practices of rainwater 

harvesting have also been observed. 

The positive role of local and indigenous knowledge in building resilience and adaptive 

capacity is undeniable, particularly so at the community scale, where there may be limited 

access to, quality of, or ability to use scientific information. Using LIK as the base building 

block in building resilience and adaptive capacities of indigenous communities can shape the 

indigenous communities’ ability to respond to the changing and increasingly erratic climate. 

Local and indigenous knowledge in international adaptation guidelines 

LIK has been increasingly included into adaptation guidelines, mostly following the Fourth 

(AR4) and Fifth (AR5) Assessment Reports of the IPCC. In 2014, IPCC recognized the 

inherent need to build adaptation solutions in harmony or even based on LIK: “Indigenous, 

local and traditional knowledge systems and practices…are a major resource for adapting to 

climate change…Integrating this knowledge with existing practices increases the effectiveness 

of adaptation.”28 It also recommended “blending scientific, local, and indigenous knowledge 

when developing adaptation strategies”.29 These findings were echoed in the 2015 Paris 

agreement: “Parties acknowledge that adaptation action should follow a country-driven, 

gender-responsive, participatory and fully transparent approach, taking into consideration 

(…) knowledge of indigenous peoples and local knowledge systems(…)”30 More generally, the 

promotion and protection of local and traditional knowledge systems has been enshrined in 

several United Nations agreements and agencies (see Annex I.) 

Taking into account the inherently local nature of adaptation, UN frameworks and guidelines 

do not prescribe strict requirements regarding the inclusion of local and indigenous knowledge 

into adaptation projects and programmes. Rather, technical guidelines for adaptation (ie. the 

National Adaptation Plans (NAP) guidelines and the National Adaptation Programme of 

Action (NAPA) guidelines) provide a general recommendation on the inclusion of local and 

indigenous knowledge into all adaptation-related processes. Consequently, the quality of the 

inclusion of LIK into internationally funded adaptation projects remains inconsistent and 

depends largely on the executing entities. Some cases lead to success stories, while in others, 

the lack of strict requirements lead to exclusionary and centralised programs with poor results.  

For example, a review of national climate change policies from the point of view of local 

communities was conducted in Nepal,31 following the preparation of the National Adaptation 

Programme of Action (NAPA). The NAPA preparation followed international guidelines and 

the Least Developed Countries Expert Group was engaged in the preparation.32 Yet the report 

 
26Mwanangombe, L., (2010). “Water-Zambia: Lozi Make Annual Migration to Higher Ground.”, Accessed January 18th, 2021. 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2010/04/water-zambia-lozi-make-annual-migration-to-higher-ground/  
27Worldbank, 2009. Awakening Africa’s Sleeping Giant: Prospects for Commercial Agriculture in Guinea Savannah Zone. Agriculture and 

Rural Development, 218th editon. Word Bank, Washington, DC. 
28IPCC (2014.) “AR5 Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability”, Part B: Regional Aspects, Accessed January 3rd, 2021. 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/  
29 Ibid 

30Paris Agreement Article 7-5: https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf  

31HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation Nepal. “Nepal’s Climate Change Policies and Plans: Local Communities’ Perspective”. Accessed January 

15th, 2021. https://www.adaptation-undp.org/sites/default/files/downloads/nepals_climate_change_policies_and_plans_2011.pdf  
32Ibid 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2010/04/water-zambia-lozi-make-annual-migration-to-higher-ground/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://www.adaptation-undp.org/sites/default/files/downloads/nepals_climate_change_policies_and_plans_2011.pdf


 

 

points out that despite developing a huge network of experts for the working groups, including 

“members representing government, NGOs, academia, and relevant UN agencies, (…) the 

composition of the participants does not seem to be diverse and inclusive.”33 Consequently, the 

NAPA lacks explicit provisions for the rights and responsibilities and a clear mechanism of 

participation by local communities’ representatives in decision making, including policy-

shaping process at local level. Further, it does not portray the “real needs and priorities of 

adaptation actions on the ground”34 of the people for whom the NAPA is ultimately designed. 

The report further concludes that the NAPA preparation process was more “engrossed in 

getting the sanctions and presenting the “findings and drafts” at the central level to the like-

minded audiences, rather than investing time and resources, both human and financial, on fact-

finding missions on the ground to present a more realistic and in-depth analysis of the 

adaptation needs.”35 Because community-based organizations were not consulted during the 

NAPA preparation, the resulting activities, as outlined in the Programme, were not relevant for 

the communities and did not address the core issues faced by the communities, such the 

economic consequences of disappearance of traditional farming and pastoralist practices due 

to climate change impacts, or the impact of gender and ethnicity on vulnerability to climate 

change.36 In consequence, the grassroot organizations involved in the Programme did not fully 

own or effectively implement the activities outlined in the Programme, the activities 

resembling more a generic “to do list” rather than a concrete plan to address specific 

vulnerabilities.37 This demonstrates how the inclusion of local communities and their 

knowledge in designing adaptation action is crucial for effective adaptation. Furthermore, 

failure to use local and customary institutions is likely to result in violent conflict over 

resources that are becoming increasingly scarce.38 

This adds weight to the argument that adaptation to climate change, local in nature and often 

targeting the most vulnerable communities, can only be sustainable if the policies, programmes 

and projects involve inclusive consulting processes with the local and indigenous communities 

and build on their knowledge systems. However, UN agencies tend to rely on interactions with 

national governments over direct consultations with local stakeholders, even in projects 

focused on community-based adaptation (CBA).39  Local and indigenous communities are 

often excluded from national adaptation policy-making processes, as well as from the design 

of internationally-funded adaptation projects, despite being the most affected by both climate 

change and the adaptation programmes and policies.   

Generally, while the official publications admit the importance of LIK for sustainable and 

effective adaptation, this is not always reflected on-the-ground by UN agencies, mainly for 

time and budget constraints. Consulting local stakeholders requires more time spent in the field 

 
33Ibid 
34Ibid 
35Ibid  
36On including LIK and using a participatory approach in conducting a vulnerability assessment, see for example: Sujakhu, Nani M.; 

Ranjitkar, Sailesh; He, Jun; Schmidt-Vogt, Dietrich; Su, Yufang; Xu, Jianchu. 2019. "Assessing the Livelihood Vulnerability of Rural 
Indigenous Households to Climate Changes in Central Nepal, Himalaya" Sustainability 11, no. 10: 2977 
37 See Annexes 7-14 of the Nepal’s NAPA:  https://www.adaptation-undp.org/sites/default/files/downloads/nepal_napa.pdf 

38 Crawhall, N. 2014. Indigenous knowledge in adaptation: conflict prevention and resilience-building.  
39See for example https://www.adaptation-undp.org/projects/ - out of 13 CBA projects, more than half are implemented on national level 

with the stakeholder being the national government. 

https://www.adaptation-undp.org/projects/


 

 

and significantly increases the cost of the project.40 Another issue is that in post-colonial 

societies, there are often contradictions between national systems of resource tenure and the 

underlying complex precolonial customary systems.41 Decrypting and navigating the complex 

relations of national and local institutions is extremely difficult, particularly for international 

agencies who have an obligation to conserve good diplomatic relations with the national 

government. Overall, this leads to a quasi-systematic exclusion of LIK from adaptation project 

planning and implementation, as well as policy-design. 

The discrepancy between official guidelines and on-the-ground implementation regarding the 

inclusion of LIK in adaptation is a well-known yet under-reported reality. It is alarming that 

adaptation projects and programmes are typically carried out by international specialists with 

limited knowledge of local context and are based mainly on the review of existing documents 

and guidelines, with field missions lasting on average only 5-10 days. Particularly in countries 

where the local, rural, indigenous and other decentralized communities are still common, 

international development projects must make their best effort in designing protocols that will 

improve the inclusion of the communities and their unique knowledge systems in the decision-

making processes. 

Conclusion 

 

Through a review of scientific literature and official UN publications, this paper demonstrates 

a scientific consensus on the benefits of including local and indigenous knowledge in 

adaptation projects and programmes. It shows that the nexus of local and western scientific 

knowledge contributes to the effectiveness and sustainability of adaptation measures. 

But if the importance of local and indigenous knowledge is unequivocally recognized by the 

UN and the scientific community, the on-the-ground reality does not always reflect the 

recommendations made in official UN frameworks and guidelines. Due to logistical and 

diplomatic constraints, UN agencies tend to rely on national centralized government as their 

primary interlocutor. The reliance on national government, as well as international consultants, 

creates a system that excludes local communities from the decision-making processes 

regarding both policies and projects.  

In order to remedy the situation, and work around the constraints identified above, the UN 

should require direct engagement with local communities, improving the collaboration with 

local institutional and non-institutional actors (local authority figures, local NGOs etc.) and 

privileging local (national) consultants with in-depth knowledge of the specific context over 

international consultancy firms.  

 
40 Under the UN guidelines, experts deployed in the field receive – atop of their normal fee – also an official per diem, plus reimbursement 

of all travel costs. Additionally, it requires hiring local staff such as drivers, translators etc. It also significantly limits the pool of experts 
available, because an excellent knowledge of the local context is required for locally-focused adaptation projects.  
41 Crawhall N. 2014   
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Annex I. List of official UN acknowledgements of local and indigenous knowledge systems 

 

Year   

1992 Agenda 21, the main document of the 

1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 

Indigenous peoples have a vital role to 

play in environmental management 

and development because of their 

traditional knowledge and practices. 

1993 The Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) 

Article 8j refers to the respect, 

preservation, and maintenance of 

knowledge, innovations and practices 

of indigenous and local peoples. 

1999 World Conference of Science ‘traditional and local knowledge 

systems … make and historically have 

made a valuable contribution to 

science and technology… there is a 

need to preserve, protect, research and 

promote this cultural heritage and 

empirical knowledge’. 

2000 The World Intellectual Property 

Organization 

Establishment of the 

Intergovernmental Committee on 

Intellectual Property and Genetic 

Resources, Traditional Knowledge and 

Folklore to work towards an 

international instrument that would 

ensure effective protection of 

traditional knowledge. 

2002 UNESCO Launch of the the Local and 

Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

programme (LINKS) 

2007 UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples (article 31) 

Indigenous peoples have the right to 

maintain, control, protect and develop 

their traditional knowledge. 

2012 The Intergovernmental Science-Policy 

Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services (IPBES) is 

established. 

Operational principles include: 

‘recognise and respect the contribution 

of indigenous and local knowledge to 

the conservation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity and ecosystems’. 

2014 The Fifth Assessment Report of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change 

‘indigenous, local, and traditional 

knowledge systems and practices... are 

a major resource for adapting to 

climate change... Integrating this 

knowledge with existing practices 

increases the effectiveness of 

adaptation‘. 

2015 The Paris Agreement Article 7.5 of the Paris Agreement 

acknowledges that adaptation action 

should ‘be based on and guided by the 



 

 

best available science and, as 

appropriate, traditional knowledge, 

knowledge of indigenous peoples and 

local knowledge systems’ 
2016 Scientific Advisory Board of the UN The Scientific Advisory Board of the UN 

Secretary General releases a policy brief 
on the links between indigenous and local 
knowledge and sustainable development. 
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